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PREFACE

The Munds Park Firewise Community Board is proud to submit the Firewise Plan for 2012 as the final step toward recognition as a “Firewise Community/USA.”  We wish to acknowledge the hard work and support of volunteer groups and agencies that have contributed to making our community safer and residents better educated on the awareness of fire risk and safety.

Arizona Water

Bear Jaw Interagency Fire and Fuels Module
Munds Park Business Alliance

Munds Park Community Emergency Response Team

Munds Park Neighborhood Watch

Pinewood Country Club

Pinewood Fire Department Auxiliary

Pinewood Fire District

Pinewood Property Owners Association

Pinewood Sanitary District
Finally, we want to especially thank the dedicated personnel of the Pinewood Fire Department for their constant support, advice and hard work on behalf of the Munds Park community.  Specific mention is warranted for three individuals:

John Welsch, Fire Chief

Dirch Foreman, Community Firewise Advisor

Jim Daulton, Wildland Division Manager

Without the assistance of this Firewise Plan, our completed and ongoing Firewise initiatives and the increased safety of our community would not have been possible.

This plan might represent the final step toward initial recognition as a Firewise Community, but it is not the final step for the Munds Park community.  Rather, it represents one of many steps along a planned and continuous journey toward community education, awareness, understanding and safety!
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Dale Marenda





Bob Timberman

President





Board Chair

Pinewood Property Owners Association

Munds Park Firewise Community
INTRODUCTION
Munds Park is a 1,100 acre residential community nestled among pines, oaks and aspen trees with an elevation of 6,505 feet situated in a valley surrounded by steep hillsides.  The area is 20 miles south of Flagstaff, Arizona in Coconino County and consists of 428 undeveloped lots and 2,867 homes constructed to date.   The 2010 census indicated 631 full-time residents.  The majority of homes are second residences mainly occupied in the summertime with the balance of the homes occupied year round.  The community is connected to electric, water and sanitary services and has a local Country Club with a golf course utilized by residents and visitors.  Several businesses in the area provide the normal amenities of a fully-contained residential and recreational community.  Also located within Munds Park is the Pinewood Fire District (PFD) providing fire and emergency services for the surrounding area and our Munds Park Community Church (MPCC) which has been designated as a Red Cross partner in providing shelter in an emergency.  In this plan, Munds Park will be referred to by various terms including Pinewood, community, PW, MP, property owners, it, we or us.

Munds Park was originally settled as far back as 1876 by James Munds.  From then till now, development progressed into a well established community.  The issues of fire risk and safety are always a factor but apparently wasn’t at the forefront of property development. Over the years, our community has created many organizations to control and protect the area for property owners.  These include the Pinewood Property Owners Association (PPOA) whose mission is to obtain voluntary funds to disperse to local organizations and projects for the betterment of the community.  Our Munds Park Neighborhood Watch (MPNW) was established to deter crime and develop a system for contact with our property owners in case of emergencies.  The Pinewood Fire Department Auxiliary was formed to provide financial and other support as needed to our fire department.  Our Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) was developed to organize and train its members to assist the community in the event of a disaster or any emergency/non-emergency functions.  Another addition is our Munds Park Trail Stewards (MUTS) who set up and maintain trail systems in our surrounding forest to enhance the enjoyment and safety of our forest visitors.  A fairly new organization that has been created is the  Munds Park Business Alliance (MPBA) which is working to foster an environment of mutual business cooperation enhancing the growth and success of our community.  And, finally our  Munds Park Firewise Community (MPFC) who’s goal is to involve residents, the fire department, forest service, county authorities and others to better protect the people of Munds Park and their property from the risk of wildfire.
The Fire department has developed an Emergency Operations Plan (See Appendix 1), and a Community Disaster Preparedness Plan.    In addition, they have also developed a Pinewood Fire Department Burn Permit (See Appendix 8) provided to residents who wish to have a small fire on their property.  Also, with the help of volunteers, we have created a CERT/Emergency Operation Plan.   By following the instructions provided, it will allow us to prepare our action plan and set up an Incident Command Center as needed.  
Since January 27, 2010 our community has invested $9,222.85 (See Appendix 2) Munds Park Firewise Community Board/Volunteer Timekeeping in Firewise activities.  This would include community events, planning, clerical and board meetings.  We also have three board members who have completed a course in Assessing Wildfire Hazards in the Home Ignition Zone.  We believe that Munds Park truly embodies the spirit and intent of the Firewise Communities program and are taking the necessary actions to officially gain recognition as a Firewise Community/USA.

Most of our actions are already complete.  We completed our Firewise Assessment in November 2010 (See Appendix 3) and the assessment provided identified areas of concern within the Munds Park Community that should be addressed.  Overall, we are considered a “MODERATE” fire risk.

Accordingly, we are proud to submit this Firewise Plan as part of the Firewise Communities application process.  This Plan addresses the Firewise Assessment.  It also serves as a living document that tells the on-going story of Munds Parks’ initiatives to protect and serve its residents, neighbors and environment.  We will continue to update and submit this Plan on an annual basis as we strive to sustain our certification as a Firewise Community/USA.

Firewise Activities & Goals
In conjunction with the initiative to achieve recognition as a Firewise Community/USA, we have already planned and held our first Firewise Day on May 29, 2010.  The idea was simple but effective by setting up an information booth at the fire station and distributing Firewise brochures to the local public and registering participants in our annual Firewise contest.  This was only our first step.  Traditionally, our Community activities and resident availability are much heavier in the summertime and we planned activities on summer holidays (Memorial Day, Independence Day and Labor Day) in 2011.  This included another information booth in May and July; registration for this year’s annual Firewise contest in May and July which will be judged in August by the Bear Jaw Interagency Fire and Fuels Module for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.  We joined our Community Emergency Response Team and entered a float in the annual Independence Day Parade.  We partnered with our PFD Auxiliary in their annual Holiday Cinnamon Roll Sales by distributing a Firewise brochure to every customer purchasing cinnamons rolls in support of our Pinewood Fire Department.  Our team developed ongoing articles (see Appendix 5) in the Pinewood News to send messages about Firewise safety.  And finally, encouraged local residents to take their pine needles and junk to the annual “Free Dump Day” at the Willard Springs Transfer Station.  

The Firewise Board has divided the Munds Park community into five separate treatment and assessment areas.  In the future, we would like to add the following goals and activities to educate and improve the fire safety of Munds Park.  We will complete goals 1, 2 & 3 for each of the five separate areas by rotating them each year until we accomplish our task.
1.  Complete a minimum of 60% of our property Firewise assessments in the first established Treatment and Assessment Area (See Appendix 7)

2. Complete a minimum of 10-20% of property assessment compliance by property owners

3. Complete a minimum of 60% of our contact with property owners to provide visible house numbers on their homes

4. Make the month of June “Munds Park Firewise Month”

5.  Identify street corners that need trimming to ensure visible street signs
6. Speak at local organization meetings educating “Firewise” safety information and encourage volunteers to help with our goals

7. Develop a Munds Park Firewise brochure that explains our community goals and need for volunteers to join our group

Firewise Committee
Munds Park has established several volunteer groups which were briefly described in the Introduction (See Appendix 6).   In January 2010, the Firewise Board of Directors was officially established and includes:
Board Chair


Conducts meetings, represents Munds Park Firewise Community in business matters
Vice Chair
Conducts meetings, represents Munds Park Firewise Community in business matters when Board Chair is unavailable
Secretary

Takes minutes of meetings, prepares reports for following meetings, maintains member and call lists and is responsible for correspondence

Recorder

Maintains records and documentation for the Firewise Plan

Public Activities Coordinator(s)

Coordinates public communications and activities for the group
Photographer

Takes photos for planned events and areas of wildfire concern
Advisors

Fire Chief, Pinewood Fire District   
Community Firewise Advisor
Wildland Division Manager
At this time, the Munds Park Firewise Community  is committed to meet once a month and continue our efforts in educating our community on wildfire risks and safety issues.   As of the writing of this Plan, The Board has met on the following dates in 2010 and 2011.
January, 27, 2010

February 2, 2010

February 8, 2010

April 15, 2010

December 6, 2010








February 9, 2011

May 2, 2011

May 23, 2011

July 10, 2011
October 6, 2011
Firewise Appendix Schedule

Appendix 1

Pinewood Fire Department - Emergency Operations Plan

Appendix 2

Munds Park Firewise Community Board/Volunteer Timekeeping

Appendix 3

Areas of Concern Regarding Wildfire in Munds Park
Appendix 4

Firewise Community Assessment – Pinewood/Munds Park Community
Appendix 5

Pinewood News – “Firewise” Franny Articles

Appendix 6

Munds Park Organizations
Appendix 7

Treatment and Assessment Areas

Appendix 8

Pinewood Fire Department Burn Permit
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